Overview of the DEFRA BFWN project

Background - the value of uncropped cultivated margins
We already know from the Breckland Biodiversity Audit*
that an incredible 634 priority species (rare, scarce or
threatened) in Breckland are associated with dry-open
habitats.
Importantly, of these priority dry-open habitat species,
over 61% require heavy physical-disturbance. On seminatural grassland this management can be provided by
heavy rabbit grazing or physical ground disturbance (e.g.
with a plough or rotovator). In arable areas this can be
provided by uncropped cultivated margins.
This management is already underway in many arable
areas through agri-environment funding or other means,
but there is a huge opportunity to maximise the availability
of vitally important wildlife habitats by implementing this
management in a targeted and joined up way through the
Breckland Farmers Wildlife Network (BFWN) - the largest
wildlife connectivity project in lowland UK.
This type of management, if implemented in the right way and
in the right location, will benefit species like the endangered
Breckland leather bug (see righthand image). Also, by linking
these margins together across the Breckland landscape, we
hope to encourage rare and range restricted plants to colonise
new areas

*The Biodiversity Audit was an analysis of the regions wildlife resource and their ecological
requirements. This work was conducted by researchers at the University of East Anglia
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Objective of the DEFRA project

This project is exploring the distribution of 500+ priority plant and invertebrate species
across the East of England with the aim of developing analytical tools to help the
members of the BFWN improve landscape scale ecological connectivity, namely
through uncropped cultivated margins. The goal of this one-year DEFRA funded project
is to help ensure that this management is undertaken in a targeted and joined up way
to maximise the benefits for wildlife.

An uncropped cultivated arable margin

Project stages
Stage 1 (July 2020 – October 2020)
First, to ensure these margins are implemented in the best locations for priority biodiversity, Rob
Hawkes (from the University of East Anglia) will use existing biodiversity data to model ‘ideal’
locations to implement cultivated uncropped margins at the farm and landscape scale. Specially
emphasis will be placed on connecting neighboring landowners to create a ‘biodiversity corridor’.

Stage 2 (November 2020 – December 2020)
Next, through a series of one to one or small group meetings, Rob Hawkes will meet with each
landowner to find the balance between the ‘ideal’ locations and what is practical on each farm.

Stage 3 (January 2021)
Third, once each participant has fed into this work, everyone will be brought together to
discuss the proposed landscape-scale management plan. Here, we will seek further feedback
from the group and discuss how and when each participant can adopt these findings to deliver
the recommendations.

Stage 4 (February 2021 – May 2021)
Last, Rob will write up the landscape-scale
management plan with the final implementation
maps included. This will be circulated to all the
participants upon completion.

Hypera diversipunctata - a scarce
weevil that is found in Breckland

Thank you for you involvement
with this project. If you have
any questions, please contact
Rob Hawkes:
Robert.hawkes@uea.ac.uk

